SOCIOLOGY											5
[bookmark: _GoBack]






Sociology
Name
Running head: SOCIOLOGY									1
Institution
Sociology
Introduction
The service project was about African studies, and I am happy it was successful. It entails conducting interviews amongst Africans especially the elderly to give their insights about what they know about African history. It also required a description of their traditional beliefs and values which enlightened me on so many concepts. Previously, I had no clue that the African tradition was so much rich in culture, but after the interviews, I learned a lot. Also, the real-life events were amazing to learn about and generally the project was quite beneficial especially through enriching us with enough knowledge on the African culture and traditions. Africa is a diaspora that is full of astonishing cultural backgrounds and historical insights. The following are some of the questions I asked my parents.
Interview
Interviewer: How was it growing up as a black woman in the past?
Interviewee: growing up as a black woman was quite stressful. This is because we underwent too much discrimination especially in regard to race. Also, I always felt inferior about myself as a woman as it interrupted with my personal development. As a result, I always felt neglected and this affected me so much even it terms of how to interact with other women especially from the white race.
Interviewer: How were black women viewed in the society?
Interviewee: from my experience, black women are underestimated in the society. This is because of their gender and race. For instance, a black woman is fully associated with lack of potential.
Interviewer: What was the importance of black women in the black community in the past?
Interviewee: black women were of importance because they helped in managing household chores and taking care of their children.
Interviewer: How did you take the issue of slavery and how did you overcome it?
Interviewee: I perceived the issue of slavery to be so backward and I overcame it through studying the gospel. I used to go to church where I obtained education and started fighting for my rights.
Interviewer: What did you witness during the slavery times?
Interviewee: I witnessed sexual assault and oppression of workers. Many women were sexually abused without their consent. Male employees were also overworked with no pay because they could not fight for their rights. This is because many people were under the authority of the supreme race at that time which was considered to be the whites.
Conclusion
My personal opinion on the project was that it was worthy taking time to undertake it. Also, it was worth committing my time to carry it out as I gained so much knowledge. I had the pleasure of interacting with some Africans who taught me a lot about themselves. This was a privilege, and I surely enjoyed every part of the interviews. As tough as it was, we still managed to go through it, and I am proud of my team. We conducted the interviews by first researching some of the regions we would encounter or rather have a conversation with Africans. We found a few and undoubtedly they provided as much information just as we required. We visited each of them separately and had a conversation with them. My team engaged them in a couple of questions which they were able to answer freely. Therefore, the interview was successful since we gathered enough information about the African tradition and their history as well. For instance, I learned that Africans value their African attires as they represent the heritage of their culture. They are so proud of their originally made garments that share different meanings based on the specific cultural group that uses them. 
I also learned that the communities I live and work for are quite enriched with their cultural backgrounds. This enabled me to understand that someone's culture is critical in their lives and there is a need always to treasure it. Hence, I learned that I work and live in focused communities that taught me also to learn how to embrace my culture as well as my present situation as I can never know about the future. The project, therefore, was successful and quite beneficial to the entire team. A good number of the interviewees cooperated, and these are some of the things that made it successful. They willingly answered the questions we asked, and this made us proud.
Lastly, I and my audience had a lot to learn from this assignment. For instance, we learned that it is useful and beneficial to interact with people from other races because there is so much to learn from them. We also learned that culture is something that should be highly treasured and treated with the highest respect. This is because it represents each person's values and beliefs that guide them through their life. Furthermore, we learned that it is of great importance to spend personal time in developmental and knowledgeable projects such as this one. 
I felt quite nice interviewing my parents because I had the opportunity to understand what they went through while they were young. I also realized and learned more about how slavery took place and for what reasons. This is important because I can relate the same information to the history that is written down in books. Hence, my experience was truly amazing and I liked working with my parents because they were easy to handle. 
